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The House of 


Truman Blackman 


Built in 1817 


THE HOUSE OF TRUMAN BLACKMAN 
A. R. Markle 


In this old time house, on the twenty first of March 1818, 
the commissioners appointed by the legislature of Indiana met 
in accordance with an act passed January 18, 1818 and located 
the ‘seat of justice of Vigo County. 

The act provided that Elihu Stout of Vincennes, John 
Allen of Daviess County. Charles Scott of Sullivan County, 
James D. Jones of Gibson County and Marsten G. Clark of 
Washington County as commissioners to locate the county seat, 
were to meet at the house of Truman Blackman, on Fort Har- 
rison prarie, on March 21 and there proceed to make the most 
favorable contract for the purpose. 

There had been in the past many cases in which favoritism 
if not what we term “graft” had been apparent in the location 
of the county seat of new counties and it was to avoid this 
possibility that these five men were chosen to perform this 
duty. 

The infant town of Terre Haute, then about a year and 
a half old had been founded in the enthusiasm of those days, 
when almost any argument wculd sell lots in a paper town, 
particularly when as in-this case, the terms were nothing down 
and twelve and twenty-four months to pay. 

At the first sale, October thirty and thirty first, 1816, the 

total sales amounted to $21,000.00, but the actual cash receipts 
had been disappointingly small and the town so happily started 
on its way, was later showing signs of stagnation. 

The original plat of the town as filed at Vincennes had as 
its most prominent feature, a public square near the center of 
the map and the plain intimation of an expected county seat 
had not been fulfilled, despite the action of the proprietors in 
sending their agent Joseph Kitchell, to Coryden to lobby with 
the legislature for the erection of a new county. 

Even in spite of his expenses of Eleven Dollars going to 
Corydon and Two Dollars a day for salary, the venture was not 
successful, for while he succeeded in having Sullivan County 
made out of a part of Knox, the county seat was located at 
Merom. 

In desperation, the proprietors sent John Owens, who had 


succeeded Kitchell, the following session and he succeeded in 
having Vigo County created out of a part of Sullivan and a 
more open method devised for the location of the seat of 
justice. 

Of course, this cost money, even in those good old days 
and Owens rendered his bill for seventeen days expenses in 
getting subscribers to the petition for the division of Sullivan 
County in the amount of $16.75 and added charges of “44 days 
expenses, going too, at and returning from Corydon in the 
winter of 1817 and 1818”—$45.50, to which he added a charge 
of $6.00 for a map of Sullivan County. 

And so, with the formation of a new county seat and an 
open and above board method of selecting the county seat, the 
Proprietors met at the house of Truman Blackman on the 
twenty first of March with Stout, Allen and Clark and made 
their proposals and arguments favoring the selection of their 
town. 

The commissioners finally accepted the offer of the 
Proprietors, consisting of the public square, forty-eight lots 
shown on the plat, a draft for $1,000.00 due in sixty days and 
$3775.00 in bonds and twenty-two more lots to be selected in 
a new addition to the town to be laid out on the south between 
Swan and Oak, from Fifth to the River. 

The original town as laid out consisted of 286 lots not 
including the public square and two double size lots, reserved 
for school and church respectively. 

The limits on the east were Fifth Street, on the south 
Swan street, on the north Eagle street and the west Water 
street, to which was added by this agreement, the extension on 
the south of a tier of blocks between Swan and Oak streets and 
it is to this Original Town, that all abstracts and early court 
records refer. 

The county limits, too, were not those of today, the south 
line being three miles north of the present Sullivan County line 
while on the east the line ran through the present middle of 
the City of Brazil and on the north the Old Indian Boundary 
known later at the Ten O’clock Line, was not only the bound- 
ary of Vigo County but the end of the White Man’s territory in 
Indiana athough the Treaty of St. Mary’s, made that same 
year, did open almost all the rest of Indiana to settlement soon 
after. 

The first officers of the county were appointed to serve 
until an election could be be held and were: Curtis Gilbert, 


Clerk, Recorder and Auditor; Truman Blackman, Sheriff; 
Alexander Barnes, Coroner; Moses Hoggatt, and James Barns, 
Associate Judges; John Hamilton, Isaac Lambert and Ezra 
Jones, Commissioners. 

The acts establishing the Circuit Court and the Board of 
County Commissioners, also fixed their first place of meeting 
as the “Housé of Truman Blackman on Fort Harrison Prairie 
from whence they may adjourn to some more suitable loca- 
tion,” and here were held the first sessions of the Board and 
the Court, after which they adjourned to meet the following 
day at the “House of Henry Redford in the Town of Terre 
Haute.” 

This was the old Eagle and Lion Tavern at First and 
Wabash which was for many years the social center of enter- 
tainment of the little village. 

Truman Blackman entered from the Government of the 
Vincennes Land Office, on the thirteenth of August, 1816, the 
south half of section One in Town twelve, north and Range 
nine west on which this house was built soon after the sawmill 
of Major Markle commenced operation in the winter of 1816- 
1817, the Major using for the erection of his own house, the 
first sawn timber available. 

The exact date of Blackman’s death is not on record, but 
on May 1, 1821, letters of Administration were issued to “‘Re- 
member Blackman and Francis Cunningham,” proving conclu- 
sively his death in April of 1821. 

The house is still standing, in very good condition for a 
frame house of that age, a few hundred yards north of the 
Fort Harrison Road at the foot of the hills east of the City. 


